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to be happy, because by simply loving and honouring
her husband she is able to attain the position, however
exalted that may be, which he has attained as the result
of immense exertion.

It is difficult for Europeans to realize what the position
of the well-to-do women in India really is. Accustomed
to go out whenever they wish to transact business or see
friends, to receive guests in their houses, to enjoy the
companionship of their husbands as their equals, and to
know that the love of their husbands is based upon
confidence in their love and trustworthiness, it seems
almost impossible to imagine a state of society where
all this is reversed. A Hindu lady sees in the character
of her apartments, and in the fact that she cannot go
outside her home without elaborate arrangements being
made to secure her privacy on the journey, that her
husband regards her as one who may easily be led into
sin. Shut out by ignorance from the world of literature,
and from the pleasure of profitably employing her mind
and hands in work, she can only waste her days in
frivolous occupations. Prohibited by custom from con-
versation with her husband except in her own chamber,
and, by want of education, from sharing in his thoughts
and from being his companion in the true sense of the
word, she feels that she is little more to him than a
ministrant of his pleasures. The husband finds com-
panionship amongst the gentlemen of his family and
others, and is independent, to a large extent, of the
pleasure the company and conversation of a wife would
afford. Hindus are astonished to see Englishmen entrust
their wives to the protection of a friend during a journey
by rail or steamer: only their fathers or brothers are
deemed suitable as an escort.

It would be unwise to say that under such circumstances